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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: Element s16 in Figure 3 is not disclosed in the specification. Page 9, lines 
5-1 5 describes a preliminary procedure but does not refer to element s1 6. Page 1 1 
describes figure 3 but does not disclose s16. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.121 (d), or amendment to the specification to add the reference 
character(s) in the description in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply 
to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version 
of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted 
after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

Specification 

2. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 



The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
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on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

3. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract is more then 
150 words, it is 158. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 7, 
line 15, an extra close parenthesis is present. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



6. Claims 1, 3-5, 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kagawa (US 2002/0093698) in view of Suzuki (US 5,724,579) further in view of 



Gabriel (US 5,973,755). 
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Regarding Claim 1 , Kagawa teaches a communication control method in a 
facsimile apparatus that is capable of communicating color information (Page 1 , 
paragraph 14 and Page 2, paragraph 33), comprising the steps of: 

receiving, in a preliminary procedure, notification information from a receiving 
machine (Page 4, paragraph 65), the notification information indicating whether the 
receiving machine has a function for receiving JPEG-encoded information in Lab color 
space, whether it has a function for receiving full-color information in Lab color space, 
and whether it has a function for receiving JPEG-encoded information in sYCC color 
space (Page 44, paragraphs 66 and 67 in combination with Page 2, paragraph 36 and 
Page 3, paragraphs 62. The JPEG coding method would either encode in Lab color or 
sYCC, where sYCC is treated as YCC); 

notifying the receiving machine of an image to be transmitted being JPEG- 
encoded in Lab color space, full-color information in Lab color space, or JPEG-encoded 
information in sYCC color space (Page 4, paragraph 71 ). 

However Kagawa does not teach if a JPEG file in sYCC color space stored on a 
removable storage medium has been specified as an image to be transmitted, 
transmitting an image in sYCC color space that has been stored on the removable 
storage medium to the receiving machine as a file on the condition that the received 
notification information indicates the existence of the function for receiving JPEG- 
encoded information in sYCC color space, 
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if a plurality of JPEG images in sYCC color space stored on the removable 
storage medium have been selected as images to be transmitted, transmitting a PPS- 
MPS signal every time one of the images is transmitted, irrespective of the number of 
pixels in the main-scan direction in respective image file information, and 

if a plurality of images in Lab color space are transmitted, transmitting a PPS- 
EOM signal depending on a change of the number of pixels in the main-scan direction 
between image information to be transmitted, and transmitting a PPS-MPS signal if 
there is no change in the number of pixels in the main-scan direction between the image 
information to be transmitted. 

Suzuki does teach if a JPEG file in sYCC color space stored on a removable 
storage medium has been specified as an image to be transmitted transmitting an 
image in sYCC color space that has been stored on the removable storage medium to 
the receiving machine as a file on the condition that the received notification information 
indicates the existence of the function for receiving JPEG-encoded information in sYCC 
color space (Column 9, lines 25-35 with Column 1 , lines 38-44, where the externally 
supplied image is taken as from memory card and based on combination with Kagawa, 
sYCC is considered JPEG. Also, since the image is taken from the memory card and 
stored/manipulated on the apparatus it is considered to be transmitted), 

if a plurality of JPEG images in sYCC color space stored on the removable 
storage medium have been selected as images to be transmitted, transmitting a PPS- 
MPS signal every time one of the images is transmitted, irrespective of the number of 
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pixels in the main-scan direction in respective image file information (Column 10, line 66 
- Column 1 1 line 1 and Figure 5, where by attaching the end of image signal to the end 
of the image transmits the signal at the end of the image), and if a plurality of images in 
Lab color space are transmitted, transmitting a PPS-MPS signal if there is no change in 
the number of pixels in the main-scan direction between the image information to be 
transmitted (Column 10, line 66 - Column 1 1 line 1 and Figure 5, where by attaching 
the end of image signal to the end of the image transmits the signal at the end of the 
image. A single image is considered not to have any change in pixels. JPEG can be 
considered as either sYCC or Lab Color space based on the specifications of JPEG). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kagawa with the teachings of 
Suzuki for the purpose for producing data of an externally supplied image (Column 2, 
lines 51-58). 

Kagawa in view of Suzuki does teach if transmitting a PPS-EOM signal 
depending on a change of the number of pixels in the main-scan direction between 
image information to be transmitted (Suzuki: Column 12, lines 48-64, where the start 
address designation of the subordinate images is being considered as the EOM signal 
when there is a change in the number of pixels. Subordinate image is being considered 
as a change in pixels). 
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However Kagawa in view of Suzuki does not teach directly teach a change in the 
number of pixels. 

Gabriel does teach that a change in the resolution, subordinate images (Suzuki: 

r 

Fig 38), is a change in pixels (Gabriel: Column 1, lines 17-19). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kagawa in view of Suzuki with the 
teachings of Gabriel for the purpose of differentiating between the amount of pixels, 
size, of an image (Column 1, lines19-26). 

Regarding Claim 5, Kagawa teaches a facsimile apparatus that is capable of 
communicating color information (Page 1, Paragraph 12), comprising: 

means for receiving, in a preliminary procedure, notification information from a 
receiving machine (Page 4, paragraph 65), the notification information indicating 
whether the receiving machine has a function for receiving JPEG-encoded information 
in Lab color space, whether it has a function for receiving full-color information in Lab 
color space, and whether it has a function for receiving JPEG-encoded information in 
sYCC color space (Page 44, paragraphs 66 and 67 in combination with Page 2, 
paragraph 36 and Page 3, paragraphs 62. The JPEG coding method would either 
encode in Lab color or sYCC, where sYCC is treated as YCC); 
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means for notifying the receiving machine of an image to be transmitted being 
JPEG-encoded in Lab color space, full-color information in Lab color space, or JPEG- 
encoded information in sYCC color space Page 4, paragraph 71). 

However Kagawa does not teach connecting means for connecting a removable 
storage medium; and 

means which is for, if a JPEG file in sYCC color space stored on a removable 
storage medium has been specified as an image to be transmitted, transmitting an 
image in sYCC color space that has been stored on the removable storage medium to 
the receiving machine as a file on the condition that the received notification information 
indicates the existence of the function for receiving JPEG-encoded information in sYCC 
color space, 

if a plurality of JPEG images in sYCC color space stored on the removable 
storage medium have been selected as images to be transmitted, transmitting a PPS- 
MPS signal every time one of the images is transmitted, irrespective of the number of 
pixels in the main-scan direction in respective image file information, and 

if a plurality of images in Lab color space are transmitted, transmitting a PPS- 
EOM signal depending on a change of the number of pixels in the main-scan direction 
between image information to be transmitted, and transmitting a PPS-MPS signal if 
there is no change in the number of pixels in the main-scan direction between the image 
information to be transmitted. 
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Suzuki does teach connecting means for connecting a removable storage 
medium; and 

means which is for, if a JPEG file in sYCC color space stored on a removable 
storage medium has been specified as an image to be transmitted, transmitting an 
image in sYCC color space that has been stored on the removable storage medium to 
the receiving machine as a file on the condition that the received notification information 
indicates the existence of the function for receiving JPEG-encoded information in sYCC 
color space (Column 9, lines 25-35 with Column 1 , lines 38-44, where the externally 
supplied image is taken as from memory card and based on combination with Kagawa, 
sYCC is considered JPEG. Also, since the image is taken from the memory card and 
stored/manipulated on the apparatus it is considered to be transmitted), 

if a plurality of JPEG images in sYCC color space stored on the removable 
storage medium have been selected as images to be transmitted, transmitting a PPS- 
MPS signal every time one of the images is transmitted, irrespective of the number of 
pixels in the main-scan direction in respective image file information (Column 10, line 66 
- Column 1 1 line 1 and Figure 5, where by attaching the end of image signal to the end 
of the image transmits the signal at the end of the image), and 

if a plurality of images in Lab color space are transmitted, transmitting a PPS- 
MPS signal if there is no change in the number of pixels in the main-scan direction 
between the image information to be transmitted (Column 10, line 66 - Column 1 1 line 1 
and Figure 5, where by attaching the end of image signal to the end of the image 
transmits the signal at the end of the image. A single image is considered not to have 
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any change in pixels. JPEG can be considered as either sYCC or Lab Color space 
based on the specifications of JPEG). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kagawa with the teachings of 
Suzuki for the purpose for producing data of an externally supplied image (Column 2, 
lines 51-58). 

Kagawa in view of Suzuki does teach if transmitting a PPS-EOM signal 
depending on a change of the number of pixels in the main-scan direction between 
image information to be transmitted (Suzuki: Column 12, lines 48-64, where the start 
address designation of the subordinate images is being considered as the EOM signal 
when there is a change in the number of pixels. Subordinate image is being considered 
as a change in pixels). 

However Kagawa in view of Suzuki does not teach directly teach a change in the 
number of pixels. 

Gabriel does teach that a change in the resolution, subordinate images (Suzuki: 
Fig 38), is a change in pixels (Gabriel: Column 1, lines 17-19). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kagawa in view of Suzuki with the 
teachings of Gabriel for the purpose of differentiating between the amount of pixels, 
size, of an image (Column 1, lines19-26). 

Regarding Claims 3 and 7, Suzuki further teaches wherein a PPS-EOM signal, 
as disclosed in Claims 1 and 5 respectively, is transmitted when a document image is 
transmitted after transmission of the image file (Column 10, line 66 - Column 1 1 line 1 
and Figure 5, where by attaching the end of image signal to the end of the image 
transmits the signal at the end of the image file). 

Regarding Claim 4 and 8, Suzuki further teaches wherein a PPS-EOM signal, as 
disclosed in Claims 3 and 7 respectively, is transmitted when file information is 
transmitted after transmission of a document image (Column 10, line 66 - Column 1 1 
line 1 and Figure 5, where by attaching the end of image signal to the end of the image 
transmits the signal at the end of the document image. File and document are 
considered to be the same). 

Regarding Claim 9, Kagawa teaches a communication control method in a 
facsimile apparatus that is capable of communicating color information (Page 1 , 
paragraph 14 and Page 2, paragraph 33), comprising the steps of: 
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receiving, in a preliminary procedure, notification information from a receiving 
machine (Page 4, paragraph 65), said notification information indicating whether the 
receiving machine has a function for receiving JPEG-encoded information in Lab color 
space, whether it has a function for receiving full-color information in Lab color space, 
and whether it has a function for receiving JPEG-encoded information in sYCC color 
space (Page 44, paragraphs 66 and 67 in combination with Page 2, paragraph 36 and 
Page 3, paragraphs 62. The JPEG coding method would either encode in Lab color or 
sYCC, where sYCC is treated as YCC); 

notifying the receiving machine of an image to be transmitted being JPEG- 
encoded information in Lab color space, full-color information in Lab color space, or 
JPEG-encoded information in sYCC color space (Page 4, paragraph 71). 

However Kagawa does not teach transmitting, when a plurality of JPEG-encoded 
images in sYCC color space are transmitted, a PPS-MPS signal to the receiving 
machine in spite of a number of pixels in a main scanning direction of images to be 
transmitted, while, transmitting, if a plurality of JPEG-encoded images in Lab color 
space are transmitted, a PPS-EOM signal to the receiving machine if there is a change 
in number of pixels of transmitted images in the main-scan direction thereof, and 
transmitting a PPS-MPS signal to the receiving machine when number of pixels in a 
main scanning direction of images to be transmitted is the same. 
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Suzuki does teach transmitting, when a plurality of JPEG-encoded images in 
sYCC color space are transmitted, a PPS-MPS signal to the receiving machine in spite 
of a number of pixels in a main scanning direction of images to be transmitted (Column 
10, line 66 - Column 1 1 line 1 and Figure 5, where by attaching the end of image signal 
to the end of the image transmits the signal at the end of the image), while, transmitting, 
if a plurality of JPEG-encoded images in Lab color space are transmitted, transmitting a 
PPS-MPS signal to the receiving machine when number of pixels in a main scanning 
direction of images to be transmitted is the same (Column 10, line 66 - Column 1 1 line 
1 and Figure 5, where by attaching the end of image signal to the end of the image 
transmits the signal at the end of the image. A single image is considered not to have 
any change in pixels. JPEG can be considered as either sYCC or Lab Color space 
based on the specifications of JPEG). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kagawa with the teachings of 
Suzuki for the purpose of managing the different images (Column 3, lines 16-34). 

Kagawa in view of Suzuki does teach if transmitting a PPS-EOM signal 
depending on a change of the number of pixels in the main-scan direction between 
image information to be transmitted (Suzuki: Column 12, lines 48-64, where the start 
address designation of the subordinate images is being considered as the EOM signal 
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when there is a change in the number of pixels. Subordinate image is being considered 
as a change in pixels). 

However Kagawa in view of Suzuki does not teach directly teach a change in the 
number of pixels. 

Gabriel does teach that a change in the resolution, subordinate images (Suzuki: 
Fig 38), is a change in pixels (Gabriel: Column 1, lines 17-19). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kagawa in view of Suzuki with the 
teachings of Gabriel for the purpose of differentiating between the amount of pixels, 
size, of an image (Column 1, lines19-26). 

Regarding Claim 10, Kagawa does teach a facsimile apparatus that is capable of 
communicating color information (Page 1, paragraph 14 and Page 2, paragraph 33), 
comprising: 

means for receiving, in a preliminary procedure, notification information from a 
receiving machine Page 4, paragraph 65), said notification information indicating 
whether the receiving machine has a function for receiving JPEG-encoded information 
in Lab color space, whether it has a function for receiving full-color information in Lab 
color space, and whether it has a function for receiving JPEG-encoded information in 
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sYCC color space (Page 44, paragraphs 66 and 67 in combination with Page 2, 
paragraph 36 and Page 3, paragraphs 62. The JPEG coding method would either 
encode in Lab color or sYCC, where sYCC is treated as YCC); 

means for notifying the receiving machine of an image to be transmitted being 
JPEG-encoded information in Lab color space, full-color information in Lab color space, 
or JPEG-encoded information in sYCC color space Page 4, paragraph 71). 

However Kagawa does not teach means for transmitting, when a plurality of 
JPEG-encoded images in sYCC color space are transmitted, a PPS-MPS signal to the 
receiving machine in spite of a number of pixels in a main scanning direction of images 
to be transmitted, while, transmitting, if a plurality of JPEG-encoded images in Lab color 
space are transmitted, a PPS-EOM signal to the receiving machine if there is a change 
in number of pixels of transmitted images in the main-scan direction thereof, and 
transmitting a PPS-MPS signal to the receiving machine when number of pixels in a 
main scanning direction of images to be transmitted is the same. 

Suzuki does teach means for transmitting, when a plurality of JPEG-encoded 
images in sYCC color space are transmitted, a PPS-MPS signal to the receiving 
machine in spite of a number of pixels in a main scanning direction of images to be 
transmitted (Column 10, line 66 - Golumn 1 1 line 1 and Figure 5, where by attaching 
the end of image signal to the end of the image transmits the signal at the end of the 
image), while, transmitting, if a plurality of JPEG-encoded images in Lab color space 
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are transmitted, transmitting a PPS-MPS signal to the receiving machine when number 
of pixels in a main scanning direction of images to be transmitted is the same (Column 
10, line 66 - Column 1 1 line 1 and Figure 5, where by attaching the end of image signal 
to the end of the image transmits the signal at the end of the image. A single image is 
considered not to have any change in pixels. JPEG can be considered as either sYCC 
or Lab Color space based on the specifications of JPEG). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kagawa with the teachings of 
Suzuki for the purpose of managing the different images (Column 3, lines 16-34). 

Kagawa in view of Suzuki does teach if transmitting a PPS-EOM signal 
depending on a change of the number of pixels in the main-scan direction between 
image information to be transmitted (Suzuki: Column 12, lines 48-64, where the start 
address designation of the subordinate images is being considered as the EOM signal 
when there is a change in the number of pixels. Subordinate image is being considered 
as a change in pixels). 

However Kagawa in view of Suzuki does not teach directly teach a change in the 
number of pixels. 
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Gabriel does teach that a change in the resolution, subordinate images (Suzuki: 
Fig 38), is a change in pixels (Gabriel: Column 1, lines 17-19). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kagawa in view of Suzuki with the 
teachings of Gabriel for the purpose of differentiating between the amount of pixels, 
size, of an image (Column 1, lines19-26). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas C. Pachol whose telephone number is 571- 
270-3433. The examiner can normally be reached on M-T, 7:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. (EST), 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7305. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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